










Pierre Carlet Chamblain de Marivaux

- more commonly known simply as Marivaux 
was born into a family of minor nobility 
in 1688 and died in 1763. As well as writ-
ing both plays and works of fiction, he was 
a journalist. His father was director of the 
Mint. Little is known about his mother.

He began studying law in 1710 and began 
writing in 1712. He married in 1718. He was 
financially ruined in 1720 by the bankrupting of the French eco-
nomic system. In 1723 his wife died and he was in a situation where 
he had to work for a living. He found his place in the theatre. 

Marivaux’s work is said to build a bridge between the Italian Com-
media dell ‘Arte and the new literary work of his French contempo-
raries. His work is roughly contemporary with English playwrights, 
John Gay, whose Beggar’s Opera was produced in 1728 and Henry 
Fielding.

This was the age of enlightenment and of the libertine, Rococo, the 
South Sea Bubble, Louis XV, and Dick Turpin. Bach was polishing the 
Well-Tempered Clavier, Gulliver was on his travels, and Robinson 
Crusoe was on his island. The first camel was seen at Boston zoo.

Marivaux was elected 
a member of the 
Académie Française in 
1742 and died of pleu-
risy in 1763 in Paris
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